
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg Bryn Tawe 

Heol Gwyrosydd, Penlan, Abertawe SA5 7BU                         
Ffôn 01792 560600  

Ebost: SwyddfaBrynTawe5@hwbcymru.net  
www.bryntawe.swansea.sch.uk 

      Pennaeth : Mr Simon Davies 

  07/12/20 
Dear Parent / Guardian, 
 
As mentioned in the Letter to Parents-10-13-Exam-Series-2021 on the 11/11/20, we will share further 
information with you as soon as we hear about the decisions of the Design and Delivery Advisory Group, 
hopefully in early January.  
 
One of the unintended consequences of the announcement by the Minister was the increase in levels of pupil 
concern and anxiety due to uncertainty in relation to the external assessments described. In addition, some of 
Bryn Tawe's conscientious pupils are now concerned about all teacher assessments and consider them to be 
summative in their nature. We have deliberately met with pupils in years 10-13 to explain the situation fully, 
but it is clear in our recent conversations with pupils that such concerns remain.  
 
This is of course on top of the very uncertain and worrying period that we find ourselves in, with year groups 
of pupils being isolated and forced to learn remotely. Although we are confident that this provision is very 
effective for our pupils, it will never be as effective as learning in class with their teachers. We are well-aware 
of the impact of these distance learning periods on pupils' progress and confidence. We will take full account 
of this in any decisions that schools will be required to make in relation to pupils' grades and qualifications.  
 
Therefore, having listened to our pupils, we have decided on the following: 
 

 No pupil is expected to undertake school work over the Christmas holidays. Given the current 
context, it is key that our pupils and teachers take time to relax with their families over the festive 
period, without the pressure of school work. Departments will not set work to be completed over 
the Christmas holidays.  

 As a result of the above, no subject assessments will be carried out in the first two weeks after the 
Christmas holidays. The purpose of this will be to give pupils time to prepare for any subject 
assessments, which are carried out as part of our normal learning practices. 

 We will postpone our 'mock examinations' for years 12 and 13 scheduled for between the 12th-22nd 
January 2021; and also the ones planned for year 11 between the 1st-11th  February 2021. 

 We will re-look at the need to set mock examinations when we receive full information from the 
Welsh Government / Qualifications Wales about the new assessment arrangements. We will ensure 
sufficient notice for pupils to be able to prepare fully should these take place. 

 
I hope that the above will help to reduce anxiety during these uncertain times, both educationally and 
personally for all our pupils. Naturally, teachers have prepared assessments for completion in the next two 
weeks, as is usual. These will continue as normal. Again, if pupils are not in school because of 'personal' self-
isolation reasons, we will provide due consideration to such circumstances.  
 
Remember that your child’s Leader of Learning and members of the Senior Leadership Team are available at all 
times to discuss any concerns pupils may have about their work, or any other concerns they may have. Please 
encourage your child to come forward and discuss matters with us.   
 
Sincerely, 
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